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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 30-34 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final, first office action in response to the preliminary amendment 
filed 08/05/2003. Claims 1-29 have been canceled. Claims 30-34 are pending and are examined 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 30-31 and 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Vanacore (U.S. 4,672,654). 

As per claim 30, Vanacore teaches a method of defining rules for performing a guard 
patrol of one or more checkpoints, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) assigning an identifier to a rule to be defined (See column 3, lines 15-45, wherein 
there are rules for performing a guard patrol of one or more checkpoints, such as the order of the 
checkpoints and the time between checkpoints); 

(b) assigning a date range during which the rule is valid (See column 3, lines 1-10 and 
15-45, wherein the rule is valid indefinitely, as it is stored in the system and randomly assigned 
to a guard) 

(c) determining a schedule for when said rule must be followed (See column 3, lines 20- 
3 1 , wherein the guard is assigned a scheduled sequence); and 
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(d) setting the number of required checkpoint visits for each location of said guard patrol 
(See column 3, lines 15-45, wherein visits to the checkpoints are defined and required). 

As per claim 31, Vanacore teaches wherein said date range of said step (b) is selected 
from the group consisting of the rule being valid indefinitely, the rule being invalid after a 
specified date and the rule being valid only between an assigned range of dates (See column 3, 
lines 1-10 and 15-45, wherein the rule is valid indefinitely, as it is stored in the system and 
randomly assigned to a guard). 

As per claim 33, Vanacore teaches the step of determining a time range for each day 
during which said rule is effective (See column 3, lines 15-45, wherein there is a time allocation 
during which the guard must make it through the checkpoints for the tour to be effective). 

As per claim 34, Vanacore teaches the step of reporting an exception anytime a 
checkpoint is not patrolled pursuant to said defined rule (See column 3, lines 45-55, wherein is it 
reported via an alarm when the tour does not follow the defined rules). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vanacore (U.S. 
4,672,654). 

As per claim 32, Vanacore teaches wherein said schedule of said step (c) is assigned for a 
specific guard at a specific time (See column 3, lines 20-31, wherein the guard is assigned a 
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scheduled sequence). However, Vanacore does not expressly disclose that the schedule is 
assigned to specific days of each week, specific days of each month, or specific days of each 
year. 

Vanacore discloses that a guard is scheduled a specific tour based on a selection by the 
control system. Examiner takes official notice that it is old and well known in the art of 
scheduling employees to assign a specific assignment to a specific day. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include assigning a 
specific tour (with checkpoints) to a specific day on the calendar in order to more efficiently 
communicate which tour is to be followed to the tour guard. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Berube (U.S. 5,572,192) discloses a guard tour system with a control center. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is 571-272-6737. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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March 28, 2007 



